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The Chancellor of the Exchequer not long ago, with what was then his
habitual caution, declined to give a blank cheque to Lord Salisbury, -^ ^-»7
I think that we might profit by the right hon. gentleman's example, and,
the liberties of a nation being at stake, reasonably decline to honour this
very serious draft upon our political belief* I quite understand that
there are hon. members near me who take a very different view of the
matter. Those hon. members are compelled by the circumstances of
their position to make a display of faith which a very short time ago
they would have been the first to ridicule and condemn* It is, perhaps,
excusable in them, that under the stress of compromising memories-
memories of the days when they were wont to declare that * force is no
remedy'; memories of the days, still more recent, when they denounced
the wickedness of the Irish landlords and the more than foolish abomina-
tions of Castle rule—it was, perhaps, excusable in them that they should
clutch at any pretext, however desperate, which might seem to reconcile
their present with their past, I do not know now who is the casuist of
the Liberal Unionist Party. In that compact and complete organisation
I feel sure that a place must have been found for a director of consciences.
Whoever he is, his time must just now be pretty well occupied* But as
for the poor Separatists, the ' intellectual scum of what was once the
Liberal Party/ they may be thankful that they have not to exercise
their faculties in the attempt to explain how they can vote for a Coercion
Bill, in the hope that some day or other, in some way or other, remedial
measures may be introduced,
In the course which the party opposite are about to take are they not
either going too far or not going far enough \ Consider what will bo the
position of Ireland, the condition of government in that country under
the system which you are about to introduce—representative institutions
upon the* terms that the voice of the great majority of the representatives
of the people shall be systematically ignored and overridden; the right
of public meeting tempered by Viceregal proclamation; trial by jury
with a doctored and manipulated panel; a free Press, subject to be
muzzled at the will of officials; judges and magistrates, by their traditions
independent of the Crown, but in practice and in theory of their office
inextricably mixed up with the action of the Executive. What con-
ceivable advantage can there be either to Ireland or to Great Britain
from the continuance of this gross caricature of the British Constitution ?
There is much virtue in government of the people, by the people, for the
people. There is much also to be said for a powerful and well-equipped
autocracy, but between the two, there is no logical or statesmanlike
For the hybrid system which the Government is about to set up, a
system which pretends to be that which it is not, and is not what it
pretends to be, a system which cannot be either resolutely repressive or
frankly popular—for this half-hearted compromise there is inevitably
reserved the inexorable sentence which history shows must fall on every
form of political imposture/'
(House of Commons, 24th March, 1887.)

